
Responding to Sea Level Rise 
ENGINEERING PRACTICAL CLIMATE CHANGE SOLUTIONS 

Australian Coastal & Tidal Councils: 
IPWEA National Conference 

on Climate Change Response 

Call for Abstracts: Responding to Sea Level Rise 
 
One of the key issues for coastal & tidal councils is the impact of sea 
level rise over the long term, and more immediately the impact of the 
combination of storm surges and high tides on a council’s coastal infra-
structure. 
 
This Call for Abstracts is focused on coastal & tidal council engineering staff and 
consultants who have been involved in the development of coastal and estuarine 
management response to sea level rise. 
 
Share your experience; Learn from others 
 
This conference will provide the opportunity to bring together people who are fac-
ing the same climate change challenge. The aim is to share ideas and to learn 
how other council staff and consultants are innovating and developing adaptation 
responses to sea level rise. 
 
If you have a strategy, solution or case study that you would be prepared to share 
with others, please contact us as soon as possible. 
 

Abstract submissions close Friday 16th May 2008.  
 
Visit the IPWEA website: www.ipwea.org.au/coffs08 for further information, 

outline program, and to download the abstract template. 
 

SPONSORS & EXHIBITORS: An opportunity to promote your products & 
services to key public works professionals on a targeted national basis. 

 
For further information, contact: 

Ross Moody, Executive Officer IPWEA National  
email: rmoody@ipwea.org.au   phone: 0417 955 394 

 
REGISTRATIONS 

NOW OPEN 
 
 

A focus on practical 
strategies and solutions  
 
 
 

Early Bird closes 
4th July 2008 - not too 

far away!  
 
 
PLAN TO ATTEND THIS 

IMPORTANT EVENT 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFERENCE DATES: 
3-5 August 2008 
 
LOCATION: 
Coffs Harbour NSW 
Novotel Pacific Bay Resort 
 
 
TARGET AUDIENCE: 
Engineers, Technical Staff, 
Consultants, Planners, 
CEO’s, Elected Members 
 

In association with 

Responding to Sea Level Rise 
 
One of the key issues for coastal & tidal councils is the impact of sea 
level rise over the long term, and more immediately the impact of the 
combination of storm surges and high tides on a council’s coastal infra-
structure. 
 
This conference focuses on coastal & tidal council engineering staff and consult-
ants who have been involved in the development of coastal and estuarine man-
agement response to sea level rise. 
 

Extent | Impacts | Risk | Adaptation | Strategies | Response 
Land Use Planning | Storm Tides | Community | Engagement | 

Emergency Management | and more... 
 
The conference will provide the opportunity to bring together people who are fac-
ing the same climate change challenges. The aim is to share ideas and to learn 
how other council staff and consultants are innovating and developing adaptation 
responses to sea level rise. 
 

Early Bird closes Friday 4th July 2008.  
 

Visit the IPWEA website: www.ipwea.org.au/coffs2008 for further informa-
tion, outline program, and to download the registration brochure. 

 
 
SPONSORS & EXHIBITORS: An opportunity to promote your products & 
services to key public works professionals on a targeted national basis. 
For further information, contact: Ross Moody, Executive Officer IPWEA 
National email: rmoody@ipwea.org.au   phone: 0417 955 394 



 

CONFERENCE PROGRAM 
 
Conference Organisers reserve the right to alter the program or provide replacement speakers 

 
Sunday 3rd August 2008 
 
2 00 - 6 pm Registration 

Foyer of the Novotel Pacific Bay Resort 
Corner Pacific Highway & Bay drive, Coffs Harbour NSW 
 

3 00 – 5 pm Coach tour of Coffs Harbour  Sewerage and Water  
 

6 00 – 8 pm Welcome Reception 
Canapés & Refr eshments on Charlies Deck over looking the Lagoon – Music by pianist Roy Mitchell  
Master of Ceremonies – Graeme Singleton  
Welcome to the Cit y – Mayor of Coffs Harbour 
 

 Dinner – Conference participants may make their  own arrangements 
 
Monday 4th August 2008 
 
8-00 – 9.00am Registration 

Foyer of The Conference Centre at Novotel Pac ific Bay Resort 
 

 The Reef Room 
 

9.00 – 9.05 Welcome 
John Truman, National Vice President, IPWEA 

9.05 – 9.20 
 

Setting the Scene 
Professor John Martin, Director of the Centre for Sustainable Regional Communities 
La Trobe Universi ty, Bendigo Campus 

9.20 – 9.30 
 

Opening of Conference 
 

9.30 – 9.55 
 
 

First Keynote 
A Special Speaker - To be advised 

10.00 –10.25 
 

Second Keynote 
Vulnerability of the Australian Coast to Climate Change 
Professor Col in Woodroffe, University of Wollongong 

10.30– 10.55 
 

MORNING TEA   

Concurrent 
Sessions 

Reef Room  Jetty Room  
 

 Extent of Sea Level Rise 
Setting the Scene 

Impacts & Risk Assessment I: 
Planning Responses 

11.00 –11.25 
 
 

Estimating Changes in Sea Level Ext remes 
under conditions of Rising Sea Level  
John Hunter  
Antarctic Climate & Ecosystems CRC, TAS 

Three Pass Assessment  Approach to Coastal Risk 
Managemen t 
Chris Sharples, University of Tasmania, TAS  

11.30 –11.55 
 
 

Anuga The Free Ocean Impact  Model 
Rudy Van Dr ie 
Balance Resear ch and Design, NSW 

Modelling Coastal Processes & Hazard s to Assess Sea 
Level Rise Impact s 
James Car ley, Water Research Laboratory UNSW, NSW 

12.00 – 12.25 
 

Are there Less Obvio us Potential Climate Change 
Responses 
Dr Ian Joliffe, Jemma Sar gent, Mary-Jane Piggott,  
Dr Rainer Berg, GHD, NSW 

Establishing Triggers for Adaptive Response to 
Climate Change 
Clive Attwater 
SGS Economics & Planning, TAS  

12.30 – 1.25 
 
 

LUNCH - Light lunch provided 

  


